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Code of Conduct
1. Commitment to Respect
o

The nurse's code of professional conduct stipulates that all nurses must treat
patients with dignity, respect and compassion regardless of the nature of their
health condition, economic status, gender, race or personal attributes. The code
strictly enforces that all patients are worth the dignity and rights of human beings
and so should not be discriminated against for any reason while under a nurse's
care.

2. Complete Patient Care
o

A nurse's sole responsibility is to provide the best care for her patients. The
nurse's code of professional conduct supports this responsibility and reinforces
that a nurse's primary commitment is to the patient, his family and community.
Primarily, this means that a nurse should respect a patient's wishes when
compiling medical care plans, even when it poses a personal conflict of interest.
Just as a customer is the first priority in a retail store, patients come first in a
medical setting.

3. Right to Privacy
o

Not only do medical privacy laws protect a patient's right to privacy but so does
the nurse's professional code of conduct. All nurses have a duty to maintain the
confidentiality of each patient, his treatment and care plans to protect the
fundamental trust between a patient and his nurse. According to the code, only
data relevant to a patient's care should be disclosed to the medical team and the
patient's family.

4. Accountability and Responsibility
o

On a regular basis, someone's life is in the hands of a nurse. A nurse's
professional code of conduct stipulates that nurses bear the sole responsibility
for care that patients receive. Assuming accountability and responsibility for
patient care includes maintaining professional licenses and participating in
continuing education courses that will enhance a nurse's practice.

5. Practice Good Health
o

Nurses act as role models to their patients. The nurse's code of professional
conduct encourages nurses to model good health habits for the patients they
care for on a daily basis. Good health habits include relaxation and recreation
time, exercise, regular health care checkups, nutritious meals and adequate
sleep. Strong hygiene habits and cleanliness are absolutely necessary to
promote healthy lifestyles at a medical facility.
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